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less; then, provided only they have not been guilty of the
five heinous sins, and have not slandered or vilified the true
religion, the desire of such beings to be born in my paradise
will be surely fulfilled. If this be not so, may I never receive
the perfect enlightenment of Buddhahood!' The Mahayana
devotional literature is full of hymns and prayers of adora-
tion, aspiration and surrender, which recall Vaisnava and
Saiva hymns. Bodhicarydvatdra says: 'I have no health
in me. I am poor. I have nothing in the world with which
to express my adoration. But in their great charity towards
me, may the Protectors themselves accept my offering. I
give myself to the Buddhas with all my heart and all I have
and also to their sons (the bodhisattvas). Take possession
of me, sublime beings. I adore you and I vow to be your
slave/ Smaller Sukhdvati Vyuha speaks of Amitabha's
paradise and says: 'Beings are not born in that Buddha
country as a reward and result of good works performed
in the present life. No, all men and women who hear and
bear in mind for one, two, three, four, five, six or seven
nights the name of Amitabha when they come to die,
Amitabha will stand before them in the hour of death, they
will depart this life with quiet minds, and after death they
will be born in paradise.'1 Those who are born in Amitabha's
paradise assume a spiritual body. The heaven of Amitabha
is not nirvana but a Buddha-field. The hope of rebirth in
the blessed western paradise replaces the aspiration for
nirvana in the Mahayana system.

We have here all the ingredients of a bhakti religion.
Amitabha draws men to himself and sent his son Gautama
to lead men to him. He is ever accessible through the holy
spirit of Avalokitesvara. Here is salvation by faith. If
we contemplate the glorious figure of Amitabha in the last
moments, we reach his heaven.

Ninnanakaya is the plane of appearances projected from
the previous stage, to satisfy the spiritual needs of sentient
beings. These human forms assumed by the Buddhas are

1.   See Bhagavadgita. VOL 6